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Assisied by a supplement of eight pages, free- 
ly given in acknowledgment. of the liberality of 
our numerous friends, we have the pleasure to 
offer an unusual quantity of interesting matter. The 
original articles—President Adams to Mr. Wirt; the 
letters from South-America and from Hay, with ‘‘the 
paper system, No. 6,” &c. will claim much atten- 
tion. We have also been careful to collect the 
matters belonging to the Indian war, for present 
information and future use—as they may assume 
considerable importance. 

We do not recollect to have seen any thing from 
the still vigorous pen of President Adams more 
beautifully written, than his letters inserted below; 
and are astonished at the aptitude of the quota 
tions and firm recollections of this most venerable 
patriot. 

In the “history of banks,” the writer of the “pa- 
per system” has more particularly referred to cer- 
tain things which occurred in Wew-York—either 
because he was more familiar with the facts that 
belonged to them, or on account of the pre-emi- 
nent stand of that state in the scale of the union. 
Much as the matters spoken of are to be deprecat- 
ed, we should, indeed, be happy to believe that 
their principle was confined to any one state; but 
several are equally diseased in principle, if not in 
practice: the Littering in Pennsylvania was as foul a 
violation of legislative purity as any thing that has 
occurred in New-York, or elsewhere. There is na 
intrinsic difference between a man’s being induced 
(I will not say Brisep), to vote for a law by a cer- 
tain interest in hand, or an interest in prospect—the 
vote is equally vicious, equally repugnant to an 
honorable legislator. Many of those who voied for 
the littering-law in Pennsylvania, like their “great 
ancestors” in congress, the fathers of the runpInG 
system, Calculated and counted up the profits that 
they and their connections would derive from the 
law, before they voted for the law; and were as unfit 
to give an honest vote on that occasion, as many 
members of the house of representatives of the 


high, to converse with the spirits of just men 
made perfect. The names of Henry, Lee, 
Bland, Pendleton, Washington, Rutledgé. 
Dickinson, Wythe, and many others, will ever 
thrill through my veins with an agreeable sen- 
sation. Iam not about to make any critical 


remarks upon your work at present. But, sir, 
Erant herves ante Agamemnona multi. 


Or,---not to garble Horace; | 

Vixere fortes ante Agamemnona 

Multi: sed omnes iliacriymabiles 

Urgentur, ignot:que lon, 4 

Nocte, carent quia vate sacro. 
If 1 could go back to the age of thirty-five; 
Mr. Wirt, 1 would endeavor to become your 
rivals not in elegance of composition, but in a 
simple narration of facts, supported by records, 
histeries and testimonies, of irrefragable au- 
thority. I would adopt, in all its modesty; 
your title, “Sketches of the life and writings 
of James Otis,of Boston.” And, in imitation of 
your example, I would introduce portraits of 
a long catalogue of illustrious men, who were 
agents in the revolution, in favor of it or 
against it. | | 7 
Jeremiah Gridley, the father of the bat in 
'Boston, and the preceptor of Pratt, Otis, 
Thatcher, Cushing, and many others; Benja- 
min Pratt, chief-justice of New-York; colonel 
John Tynge, James Otis, of Boston, the here 
of the biography; Oxenbridge ‘Thatcher, Jona- 
than Sewall, attorney-general and judge of 
admiralty; Samuel Quincy, solicitor-general; 
Daniel Leonard, now chiok iuatile of Bermuda; 
Josiah Quincy, the Boston Cicero; Richard. 
Dana and Francis Dana, his sen, first minister’ 
to Russia, and afterwards chief-justice; Jona+ 


United States were to vote on the Yuzoo question, than Mayhew, D. D. Samuel Cooper, D. D. 
c ) . . L . 


when that fraud was under consideration. These 


remarks may be applied to the legislators of seve- Chas. Chauncey, D. D. James Warren and his 


ral other states; but, perhaps, not quite so distinct- 
ly, because their proceedings to manufacture spe- 


wifes Joséph Warren, of Bunker’s-Hill; John 
Winthrop, professor at Havard college and @ 


culation may not have Leen quite so deliderate.| member of councils Samuel Dexter, the fathers 


We may offend some by these observations—but 
every one, after due self-examination, will say that 
they are just; and here we are content to rest the 


issue. More hereafter. 
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Revolutionary Principles and Men. 
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WIRT’S SKETCHES OF PATRICK HENRY. 


John Worthington, of Springfield; Jos. Haw- 
ley, of North-Hampton, and James Lovel, ot 
Boston: Governors Shirley, Pownal, Bernard. 
Hutchinson, Hancock, Bowdoin, Adams, Sul~ 
livan and Gerry; heut. governor Oliver, chief 
justice Oliver, judge Edmund Trowcridge. 
judge William Cushing, and Timothy Rug- 


Correspondence of President Adams with Mr. Wirt. gles, ought not to be omitted. The military 


{Communicated for the Weekly Register.] 
Quincy, January 5, «818. 


characters Ward, Lincoln, Warren, Knox; 
Brooks, Heaths &c. must eome m of course, 


Sin—Y our sketches of the life of Mr. Henry | Nor should Benjamin Kent, Samuel Swift.o. 
have given me arich entertainment. I wilil|John Reed be forgotten _ ! 
not compare them to the Sybil, conducting} I envy none of the well-merited glévies of 
Eneas to see the ghosts of departed sages and | Virginia, or any of her sages or heroess Bar. 


heroes in the regions below—but to an angel,| sir, Lam jealous, very jealous, of the honor 
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convoying me to the abodes of the blessed on! Massachusetts. | 
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Nhe resistance to the British system for 
subjugating the colonies began in 1760, and in 
the month of February, 1761, James Otis elec- 
tried the town of Boston, the province of 
Massachusetts-bay, antl the whole continent, 
more than Patrick Henry ever did in the whole 
course of his life. Lf we anust have panegyrics 
and hyperboles, E must say that, if Mr. si 
was Demosthenes, and Mr. Richard Henry 
Lee, Cicero, James Oris was [satan anp Eze- 
RIEL UNITED. 

i hope, sir, that some young gentleman, of 
the ancient and honorable family of “The 
Searchers,” will hereafter do impartial Justice, 
both to Virginia and Massachusetts. 

After all this freedom, I assure you, sir, it 
is no flattery, when I congratulate the nation 
on the acquisition of an attorney-general of 
such talents and industry as your “Sketches” 
demonstrate. 

With great esteem, Iam, sir, your friend and 
humble servant, JOHN ADAMS. 

Mr. Winr, attorney-general 
of the United States. 


Quincy, January 23, 1818. 
Sin—lI thank you for your kind letter of the 
12th of this month. As] esteem the character: 
of Mr. Henry an honor to our country, and 
your volume a masterly delineation of it, I 
gave orders to purchase it as soon as I heard of 


it; but was told it was not to be had in Boston. 
i have seen it only by great favor on a short 
loan. A copy from the author would be worth 
many by purchase. It may be sent to me by 
the mail. 

From a personal acquaintance, perhaps, I 
might say a friendship, with Mr. Henry, of 
more than forty years, and from all that [have 
heard or read oi him, I have always considered | 
him as a gentleman of deep reflection, keen 
sagacity, clear foresight, daring enterprize, 
inflexible intrepidity and untainted integrity; 
with an ardent zeal for the liberties, the honor 
and felicity of his country and his species. All 
this you, justly as I believe, represent him to 
have been. ‘There are, however, remarks te be 
made upon your work, which, if I had the 
eyes and hauds, I would, in the spirit of, 
friendship, attempt. But my hands, and eyes, 
and life, are but tur a moment. 

When congress had finished their business, 
as they thought, in the autumn of 1774, I had, 
with Mr. Henry, before we took leave of each 
other, some familiar conversation, in which I 
expressed a full tonviction that our resolves, 
declaration of rights, enumeration of wrongs, 
petitions, remonstrances and addresses, asso- 
ciationg and non-importation agreements,how- 
ever they might be expected in America, and 
however necessary to cement the union of the 
colonies. would be but waste water in Eneland. 
Mr. Henry said they might make some impres- 
sign among the people of England, but agreed 





with me that they would be totally lost upon 
the government. I had just received a short: 
and hasty letter, written to me by major Joseph 
Hiawley, of Northampton, containing ‘a few 
broken hints,” as he called them, of what he 
thought was proper to be done, and concluding 
with these words, “‘aFTHR ALL WE MUST FIGHT.’ 
This letter I read to Mr. Henry, who listened 
with great attention, and as soon as I had pro- 
nounced the words, “after all we must fight,”’ 
he raised kis head, and, with an energy and 
vehemence that I can never forget, broke out 
with “py G— I am or rHar MAN’s Mind.” I 
put the letter into his hand, and when he had 
read it he returned it to me, with an equally 
solemn asseveration, that he agreed entirely in 
opinion with the writer. 1 considered this as 
a sacred oath, upon a very great occasion, and 
could have sworn it as religiously as he did, 
and by no means inconsistent with what you 
say, in some part of your book, that he never 
took the Sacred Name in vain. 

As I knew the sentiments with which Mr. 
Henry left congress in the autumn of 1774, and 
knew the chapter and verse from which he had 
borrowed the sublime expression, “we must 
fight,” I was not at all surprised at oa his- 
tory, in the 122d page, in the note, and in some 
of the preceding and following pages. Mr. 
Henry only pursued,in March, 1775, the views 
and vows of November, 1774. 

The other delegates from Virginia returned 
to their state in full confidence that all our 
grievances would be redressed. The last words 
that Mr. Richard Henry Lee said to me when 
we parted, were, “we shall infalliably carry all 
our points. You will be completely relieved; 
ail the offensive acts will be repealed; the army 
and fleet will be recalled, and Britain will give 
up her foolish project.” 

Washington only was in doubt. He never 
spoke in public. In private he joined with those 
who advocated a non-exportation as well as a 
non-importation agreement. With beth he 
thought we should prevail; without either he 
thought it doubtful. Henry was clear in one 
epinion, Richard Henry Lee in an opposite 
opinion, and Washington doubted between the 
two. Henry, however, appeared, in the end, 
to be exactly in the right. 

Oratory, Mr. Wirt, as it consists in expres- 
sions of the countenance, graces of attitude 
and motion, and intonation of voice, although 
it is altogether superficial and ornamental, will 
always command admiration; yet it deserves 
little veneration. Flashes of wit, coruscations 
of imagination and gay pictures, --what are 
they? Strict truth, rapid reason and pure inte- 
grity are the only essential ingredients in sound 
oratory. I flatter myself that Demothenes, by 
his “action! action! action!” meant to express 
the same opinion. To speak of American ora- 
tory, ancient or modern, would lead me too 
far, and beyond my depth. I must conclude 
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with fresh assurances of the high esteem of 
your humble servant, JOHN ADAMS. 
Witiiam Wirtz, Esa. 
Attorney-general of the U. States. 


Quincy, March 7, 1818. 

Dear s1r—Be pleased to accept my cordial 
thanks for the present of an elegant copy of 
your Sketches of Mr. Henry. I know not whe- 
ther I shall ever have time to make you any 
other return than thanks; but as I see you 
wish to investigate the sources of the American 
revolution, if you will give me leave, I wili 
sive you such hints as my memory affords, to 
assist you. 

In 1.764 was published in Boston, a pamphlet 
“The sentiments of a British American,” the 
motto of which ought to have warned Great 
Britain to desist from her tyrannical system of 
taxation: 

*Asellum in prato timidus pascebat senex. 

Is hostium clamore subito territus 

Suadebat asino fugere, ne possent capi. 

Ait ille lentus; queso num binas mihi 

Clitellas impositurum victorum putas? 

Senex negavit. Ergo quid refert mea 

Cui serviam? Clitellas dum portem meas.”’ 

Paxpnvs. 

Considering an act of parliament ef the 
fourth year of George the third, for granting 
certain duties in the British colonies and plan- 
tations in America, he says the first objection 
is, that ‘a tax is laid on several commodities, 
to be raised and levied in the plantations, and 
to be remitted home to England.” This is 
esteemed as a grievance, inasmuch as they are 
laid without the consent of the representatives 
of the colonists. It is esteemed an ESSENTIAL 
BririsH RIGHT, THAT NO PERSON SHALL BE 
SUBJECT TO ANY TAX BUT WHAT IN PERSON, OR 
BY HIS REPRESENTATIVE, HE HAS A VOICE IN 
LAYING. 

I am indebted to you, Mr. Wirt, for the re- 
perusal of this pretty little thing. I had not 
seen it for fifty-four years, and should never 
have seen tt again, if your book had not excited 
me, having no copy of it, to borrow it, asa 
great favor, for a short time. It was written 
by Oxenbridge Thatcher, a barrister at law, in 
Boston. There is so much resemblance be- 
tween this pamphlet and Mr. Jay’s address to 
the people of England, written in congress ten 
years afterwards, that, as Johnson said of his 
Rasselas and Vottaire’s Candid, the world 
might suspect that the one gave eccasion to the 
other. 

In this year, 1764, was published in Boston, 
“The rights of the British colonies asserted 
and proved—by James Otis, esq.”” This work 
was read in manuseript in the house of re- 
presentatives of Massachusetts, in 1764, and! 


“4. That the supreme and subordinate powers of 
legislation should be free, and sa¢red in the hands 
where the community have once rightfully placec 
them. 

“2. The supreme national legislature cannot be. 
altered, justly, till the commonwealth is dissolved; 
not a subordinate legislature taken away without 
forfeiture or other good cause. Nor can the sub- 
jects of the subordinate government be reduced to 
a state of slavery, and reduced to the despotic 
rule of others. 

“3. No legislature, supreme or subordinate, has 
aright to make itself arbitrary. 

“4, The supreme legislative cannot j:.' tly assume 
a power of ruling by extempore, arbitrary decrees; 
but is bound to dispense justice, by Known set- 
tled rules, and by duly autherised, incependent 
judges. 

“<5, THE SUPREME POWER CANNOT TAKE FROM ANY 
MAN ANY PART OF HIS PROPERTY, WITHOUT HIS CON- 
SENT IN PERSON, OR BY HIS REPRESENTATIVE. 

“6. The legislature cannot transfer the power of 
making laws to any other hands.” 

“These are the bounds which, by God and na- 
ture, are fixed—Hitherto have they a right to come, 
and no farther: 
| "Ist. To govern by stated laws: 

“2dly. Tliose laws should have no end ultimately 
but the good of the people. 

“3dlty. That taxes are not to be laid upon the 
pecple, but by their consent or by deputation. 

“4ihly. Their whole power is not transferable.” 

These are the first principles of law and 
justice; the great barriers of a free state, and 
of the British constitution in particular.——i 
ask, I want, no more. 

This work, Mr. Wirt, which, in 1764, was 
as familiar to me as my alphabet, [ had not 
seen for fifty-four years, and should never have 
seen itagain, if your “Sketches,” for which I 
again thank you, had not aroused me. With 
some pains and as great a favor, I have ob- 
tained the loan of it, from Wm. Smith Shaw, 
esq. the indefatigable collector of literary cu- 
riosities in the Athenzeum. 

In page seventy-three of Mr. Otis’ pamphlet 
is a learned and elaborate demonstration, that 
all acts of parliament, laying taxes on the 
colonies without their consent, were null and 
void. 

In an appendix to this work, is a capy of 
instructions given by the city of Boston, at 
their annual meeting in May, 1764, to their 
representatives, Royal Tyler, James Oris, 
Thomas Cushing and Oxenb:idge Thatcher, 
esqs. These instructions were drawn by Sa- 
muel Adams, who was one of the committee, 
appointed by the town. for that purpose. These 
instructions are a sample of that simplicity, 
purity and harmony of style, which distin- 
gnished all the productions of Mr, Acams’ 
pen. I wish I could transcribe the whole; but 
the paragraph most directly to the present pur- 

ose, is the following: 

“But what still heightens our apprehensions is, 





though not ordered by them to be published, 
it was printed with their knowledge: In it: 
these propositions arc asserted as{updamentak: | 


that these unexpected proceedings may be prens- 
rstory to new TaxaTIoNs UPON us. For, if our trade 
muy be taxed, why not our lands? Why not the pro. 
duce of our lands, and every thing we possess or 
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make use of? ‘This, we apprehend, annihilates our 
charter right to govern and tax ourselves. It strikes 
st our British priviieges, which, as we have never 
forfeited them, we hold in common with our fellow 
subjects, who are natives of Britain. If taxes are 
laid upon us, in any shape, without our having a 
legal representation where they are laid, are we not 
reduced from the character of free subjects to the 
nuserable state of miserable slaves.” 


This whole work was published more than 
a year before Mr. Henry’s resolutions were 
moved er composed. 

Excuse the trouble I give you, and believe 
ine to be, sir, your obliged friend and humble 
servant, JOHN ADAMS. 

Witituam Wirt, €sa. 

ttorney-general of the U. States. 


Mr. Nires—I here send you three great 
authorities, James Otis, Gxenbridge Thatcher 
and Samuel Adams, ail supported by almost 
an unanimous vote of the town of Boston, all 
containing every principle, every sentiment 
and every idea in Mr. Henry’s resolutions, at 
least a year before he moved them, or compos- 
ed them. Indeed this was common-place lan- 
guage in Boston and Massachusetts, in the 
mouths of all men, but the ministerial peuple: 
it was notuncommon to hear the question, 
“For what have we fought against France? 
‘The French are more humane to their slaves 
than the English.” 


Your humble servant, 
JOHN ADAMS. 





—- —___._._ _, 


Bank of the United States. 


When the discussion first commenced in the Re- 
GisTen, about the “‘bank of the Unitéd States,” and 
the modern system of banking, generally—the great 
faper stock-holders, and stock-nole makers, who had 
already counted the fifties and hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars that they supposed they had made, 
affected totreat it with contempt—‘“7t would amount 
to nothing,” they said. The price of stuck then was 
$155 per share, and I really believe that there 
were some foolish enough to buy_it at that rate!— 
it is now quoted at 140, but there are “no sales,”’ 
and I cannot believe that 1000 shares weuld bring 
$130, wider the hammer.* Indeed, 1 am informed 
that it has been privately sold at that price, andona 
eredit; which is still much more than it is worth, 
if money is worth six per cent. fer annum. The con- 
sequence is, that the great men have been pleased 
to change their opinion. I-told them that a free 
press was as well ihe scourge and terror of mono- 
polists as of tyrants, and I think that they now be- 
lieve what was suid. “Bor rue exp 1s NoT yr.” 

As thig discussion was begun under a sclemn con- 
viction of publitc duty, without private griefs to 
neal oy wrongs to avenye, it shall be prosecuted 
with ferveney and firmness to the end originally 
projected—if the people will bear us out in it. 


Ln 


"We lave not ihe vanity to insinuate that this 
cepression of price—or rather this approach to- 
true vaiue of the stock, has been effected 





vaids the 

by our exertions. it is su@icient for us to know that 
ve have aided anid assisted in spreading truth be- 
tore the people. 


That end is to punish bank speculators, generally, 
and resist them in their unholy war against rea/ 
property and regular busi:ess. If defeated, as I trust 
that they will be, many persons in whose welfare 
Tam much interested, will be seriously injured 
—but there is no man living who has lent himself 
to the “system,” that I would’save from ruin — 
and save the system, were it Jeft to my discretion. 
Let the fate of such serve as a landmark, and stand 
as a beacon, to warn every one disposed to abandon 
the o/d way of money-getting, by industry and eco- 
nomy, for that of building palaces and rioting in 
luxury, by gambling. Truth has gone forth, aftd its 
power has been immense, though feebly advocated. 

Independent of the bad effects resulting from 
the example, we feel the inevitable operation of 
these speculations, and the shifts and expedients 
resorted to by the bank to avoid, or shove off, the 
payment of its debts, are pitiful—as, for instance, if 
you present a check at the brancli at Baltimore,they 
may give you notes payable in Charleston, Wash- 
ington city, &c. and at those places, they may pay 
you with the notes of another branch—thus, in the 
emphatic language of my able correspondent, “ne- 
LIEVING ONE RAG WiTH aNnoTuEn:” still the bank 
seems to be exceedingly pressed, and to have as 
completely failed to fulfi! the public expectation, 
as that of the visionary dabblers in its stock. 

When this bank went into operation very many 
regular dealers, moderate traders and productive 
mechanics, were induced to open accounts with it . 
—they were taught to expect steady accommoda- 
tions and systematic facilities: they retired from the 
state banks for such sfPerior advantages, and their 
hearts were atease. What is the consequence?— 
As much money-——if money it can be called—was 
‘lent out upon the stock-notes.alone, as the bank 
ought to have lent, in all, the first year—the bubble 
has burst—the stock will not sell—some makers of 
the stock-notes are really hard put to it to pay the 
interest upon them, and the “little folks” suffer. 
They are, almost every Ciscount day, **cut down” — 
they receive few or no new accommodations ; 
the state bunks dare not make an attempt to re- 
lieve thern—misery, before unknown, prevails; and 
the ruin of the middle class, who, unfortunately, 
had any thing to do with them, is effecting with 
terrible rapidity. The fruits of many years’ toil, 
the comforts of their wives and little ones, are to 
be swallowed by the inordinate avarice, and conse- 
quent misconduct, of the “rag-barons.” Q7pThe 
discounts afforded to four or five useless men [in 
their capacity of speculators], would relieve all 
Baltimdre, for example, of a pressure for money 
never hitherto equalled. 

sut a dispersion of ‘hese discounts cannot be hop- 
ed for—the makers of the machine are its managers. 
I only wish that they may (and F trust that they will) 
suffer the evils which they themselves inflict— 
for their own reformation and the instruction of 
those that would follow their lead. But the fact 
is, at present, ilat as speculation made the bank, 
so the bank supports speculation—stockholders 
made capital, and capital sustains stock notes, ina 
very neighborly way. 

The great folks may yet be disposed to receive 
my advice with a smile of contempt—yet I will 
give it: if they hope for mency themselves, they must 
extend justice to the middling classes of the people. 
Depend upon it, if the latter are once roused to 
exert their wiited strength, the rag system will be 
scattered, like thistle blossoms before a north- 
west wind: and they may be so roused. 1 have no 





“favor” to ask for; blessed are they who do not ex- 
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pect any of modern bankers, for they shall not be 
disappointed! 

But wo be to the bank-note-makers when the 
laboring classes, driven into a corner by banking 
‘despotism and avarice, shall there make a stand 
and demand moncy for bank bills!—demand of the 
banks that which the banks demand of them—a 
payment of their debts. The “rag-barons” verily 
Seem to believe that their paper is money! I visited 
a bank a few days since and requested small notes 
in part of a debt that that hank owed to me, and the 
rest in “money.” The teller, though he is a very 
intelligent gentleman, could not understand me; 
and had to explain myself as if speaking to a person 
ignorant of the English language, by pointing to a 
few dollars lying on the counter—on which he ap. 
prehended my meaning and liquidated the debt as 
requested. IfI had had leisure, I would have told 
him that he owed me the thanks of the institution 
for the extension of credit that I allowed to it; but 
I promise to instruct him in this part of his duty 
hereafter, if his conduct shall require it of me. 

The next Reersrer, if nothing particular inter- 
venes, shall contain an exnosition of our views and 
wishes, illustrated by anecdotes and facts—expla- 
natory of the motives that led us to take up the 
subject, and injproof of the wholesome effects that 
have already resulted from the attention of the peo- 
ple to it. 
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Letters from South America. 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE WYEKLY REGISTER. 
Rio Janeiro, 6th Feb. 1818. 

pEAR str—After a pleasant voyage of fifty five 
days we arrived here, on Thursday the twenty ninth 
of January. As 1 have not leisure tosay every 
thing to you I could wish, I must, therefore, con- 
fine myself to such matters as appear most inte- 
resting and important. 

The coast of Brazil, when seen at a distance, ap- 
pears like one continued range of lofty mountains, 
but as you approach it, and on entering this har- 
bor, which is in all respects perhaps one of the 
very best in the whole world, the country exhibits 
a surface broken, not into ridges, as in some parts 
of our’s, but into knobs and sharp lofty cones. 
There is inno direction a continued range of emi- 
nences or vallies formed as it would seem by a 
stream of watef, by following the margin of which 
the traveller finds himself continually on a level 
plain, for more than a few miles. The sugar loaf, 
as it is justly called from its shape, is situated on 
the left side of the entrance of the harbor, and 
along side of which the Congress might lay, is a 
solid rock of more than nine hundred feet high, 
and so steep on all sides, that but two men were 
ever known to have reached the top—immediate- 
ly in front as you enter from sea, at the far end of 
the bay and at the distance of about fifty miles, are 
seen the Organ mountains, so called from their ris- 
ing in sharp points like organ pipes, between four 
and five thousand feet on height above the level of 
the sea. The valley in which the city of St. Se 
bastian’s stands, is in no direction more than a mile 
wide. Allround about in this great day, impro- 
perly called Rio Janerio, are a great number of 
beautiful little islands and eminences—and the 
shores of all the lesser bays, (and there are many 
making out of this great one,) are garnished with 
houses built in the manner of this country, which 
is not lofty, of stone, plastered on the outside 
white, and covered with red baked tiles. The 


water or a mountain top, one of the most grand, ro- 
mantic and picturesque I ever saw. 

The population is confined to the arable portions 
of the sides, and the narrow vallies between the 
mountains. There are but two carriage roads 
leading out of the city, one northerly towards the 
king’s farm or country palace, on the coast at Vera 
Cruz, and “is passible for carriages about forty 
miles; the other leading ina southernly direction 
and is passable for carriages not more than 10 miles. 
The soil in the vallies is of a light mould or sandy 
quality similar to the soil of Calvert, [Md.] but 
that ofthe hill sides is of stiff tenacious red clay, 
and in wet seasons, makes very bad roads. The 
land is, in general, tolerably productive in all the 
tropical plants and fruits. But the state ofculti- 
vation is wretched, even near the city, and Tam 
told itis much worse ata distance. The forests 
which cover this singularly mountainous surface 
present an almost impenetrable thorny thicket. 
There are no forest trees here, which are common 
to our country; but there arefa great variety of 
timber trees and most of them very durable and 
hard. Trees appear in some places to grow out of 
the rock itself, and yet have very tall straight bo- 
dies. The flowering shrubs are numerous and very 
beautiful. The family of the cactus, or prickly 
pear, are common, and larger than any I have ever 
seen in our hot houses; besides many other prickly 
shrubs: with such anunder-growth and without 
any grass to tempt them, the.cattle seldom stray far 
into the woods. Indeed, the whole vegetable king- 
dom seems to be entirely different from that of 
our country. 

Lhave been assured, that the surface of this 
whole country of Brazil, is for many hundreds of 
miles in every direction, similar te that just round 
about here. It appears to me, therefore, that it is 
not only impregnable by any foreign power; but 
that its population, which may be more numerous 
than one would at first imagine, owing to the cli- 
mate and the fertility of the soil, must be disteibu- 
ted over it in detached parcels; that one part will 
be very difficult of access and almost invulnerable 
to another; and therefore, that the character of the 
people, owing to these difficulties of intercourse, 
must remain long stationary; that whatever politi- 
cal impulse is once given must be difficult to repel, 
and consequently will be felt for many generations. 

The inhabitants of our country are a talking news 
loving people; those of Brazil are exactly in the 
opposite extreme. From the continualefforts ofthe 
royal and pious rulers of this country, to silence 
the people on all political and religious matters, 
they have produced an habitual taciturnity upon 
all subjects; hence the great difficulty of procur- 
ing information or of making any political impres- 
sion—a sort of intellectual indolence as well as 
bodily laziness seems to have taken possession of 
all ranks, anda Portuguese from an habitual coy- 
ness and caution is unwilling to impart any infor- 
mation he may possess even upon the most indiffer- 
ent and innocent subjects, such as the geography, 
the state of husbandry, &c. of his country. There 
is but one newspaper, issuing twice a-week, pub- 
lished in this city—Itis under astrict consorship 
and is utterly destitute of all interest exceptas a 
mercantile advertiser. As to the state of society, 
or the character, temper and dispositions of the 
people, it would be impossible without residing 
among them and mixing with them to say any thing 
wit! accuracy from my own observation. 

The king came here about nine years ago, and as 
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icrent from whatI have heard in the United States, 
and tend to cast some light upon American affairs, 
} shall relate thein to you. Ai the time when Bo- 
naparle was pressing all the powers of Europe to 
accede to his continental system, and was very 
powerful in Spain, he directed his army of the Pe- 


ninsula to move towards the frontier and invade the | 


Portuguese dominions, in order to give weight to 
his arguments addressed to that power, in case the 
king should refuse to come into his measures. 
‘The king of Portugal, who had long been a sort of 
provincial ally of England, after some hesitation, 
joined the continental coalition, and declared war 
against Great Britain, and the English cruisers had 
actually been capturing the Portuguese some 
months, when the French army approached the 
frontiers of Portugal, which so terrified his most 
iaithful majesty, that he instantly determined on 
fiving to America, and in doing so to commit him- 
self, if necessary, to the mercy of England; accord- 
ingly, with the greatest confusion and precipitation 
he threw on board his fleet and some India mer- 
chantmen, then lying at Lisbon, his furniture, his 
family and himself, snd put to sea. He had not 


gone far before he was met by the British squad- 


ron under Sir Sidney Smith, whom he cajoled and 
pacified by the most solemn assurances of amity 
and harmonious arrangement with England, owiag 
to which andthe novelty of the circumstances, 
Sir Sidney suffered him to pass, and he arrived 
bere safe. The story about England’s recommend- 
ing the kingof Portugal to retire to Brazil, and of 
conveying him hither, is all a fabrication, a mere 
after thought circulated to save appearances; for 
jt is now well known, that his coming here was dj- 
rectly contrary to the settled policy of England. 
All the civilized nations, except England, and I 
am sorry to say that ours cannot also be excepted, 
have been very blameably inattentive and extreme- 
Jy ignorant ofall matters relative to America, 


England being a manufacturing nation and a great’ 


ngyal power, and being very well informed as to 
the nature and circumstances of South America, 
has been always specially anxious to preserve the 
colonial system entire: because by its preservation 
she saw, that the return of her industry and power 
would enable herto monopolise the whole of the 
trade of the American continent and islands, and 
also to hold her American possessions with all 
their advaniages. But the removal of the king of 


Portuyal to this country at once opened the ports’ 


of his American dominions to all the world, and, 
so far, broke in upon the colonial system.—it did 
more—it has attracted the attention of the conti- 
nental pc’-ers of Europe to a system of which they 
knew nothing, and as to which, as they have no co- 
Jonies, their interests are intirely analogous to 
ours and directly opposite to those of England. 
Hence it is clear, that England never would 
have let this king come, much less have sent him 
here, lad she been previously consulted. And so 
decidedly Lostile has she been to bis change of 
position, that she has left nothing untried to 
get him back. Admirzl Beresford, with his squad. 
ron was sent here in 1815, with directions, if pos- 
sible, to «llure the king back to Lisbon—The ad- 
miral remained here four months and used every 
art und argumenthe could devise: he had his ship 
fitted up and dressed in the most splendid style, 
persuaded the king to go on board and look at the 
accommodations. He was most liberal in his offers 
and pressing in bis solicitations, but it was all to 
no purpose; his majesty’s great dread of the ocean, 
for, it is said, he is one of the greatest cowards that 
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ever existed, could not be overcome, and he would 
not consent to leave this country. Ifhe is not 
conveyed to Europe in a few years, he and his cou- 
sin legitimates of the continent, it is believed, will 
see very strong political reasons why he should 
continue to hold his seat of empire here. It is ex- 
pected and hoped, that the late marriage of the 
young prince and heir apparent of Portugal with 
the daughter of the emperor of Austria, may have 
the effect of exciting the attention of the conti- 
nental powers of Europe towards this country, and 
of causing them to see,how adverse the colonial 
system, so strongly urged by Spain and England, is 
to all their best interests. Whether the king’s re- 
moval hither may accelerate or retard a revolution 
and the liberation of his American subjects, seems 
to be under all circumstances a doubtful question. 

It is said here where thereare a great multitude 
of slaves imported, that if the slave-trade were 
entirely and suddenly prohibited, it would so ma- 
terially diminish if not for atime destroy the cul- 
tivation of the tropical productions in this and 
many parts of South America, as to make all na- 
tions dependent on the English tropical posses- 
sions forsuch artieles; and hence all the hypocri- 
tical clamor of England about the slave-trade. 
England has been trying to get Portugal to accede 
to the general aholition of the slave-trade; but 
Portugal refuges,because it would, as she says, “de- 
stroy the profits of her African and American pos- 
sessions. 

Some time ago there arrived here two agents 
from the patriots of Buenos Ayres, who after a lit 
tle maneuvring obtained access tothe ear of this 
government. ‘They stated, that an armament was 
fitiing out in the Peninsula against them, to pro- 
ceed under Morilio, who you know has since ren. 
dered himself so infamous in Venezuela; _ that, 
that army could not come furnished with provisi- 
ons for any length of ‘time, and consequently, that 
if the king of Portugal would occupy the country 
in the neighborhood of Montevideo, it would be 
impossible for Morillo to get up the river or to pe- 
netrate far into the country before they were de- 
stroyed; that on the other side of the river Plate the 
people of Buenos Ayres were well able to defend 
themselves—-And they persuaded this silly monarch 
to believe, that by thus secretly and indirectly 
co-operating with the patriots of Buenos Ayres he 
might get such a hold of the country or establish 
such an influence over it, as, at no distant day, to’ 
extend his empire quite to Cape Horn. Accord- 
ingly with this secret understanding, this king, the 
very week after he sent off one of his princesses 
to be married to Ferdinand, shipped his army to 
Rio Grande for the purpose of invading and taking 
possession of a part of Ferdinand’s dominions on 
the La Plata. This piece of perfidy, altogether 
royal, has eventuated as it ought, to the loss and 
disgrace of his most faithful majesty. Since the 
note of the legitimates to this government, which 
you saw inthe newspapers in November last, the 
patriots, having become fearful that this king 
would in obedience to the will of the legitimates, 
restore Montevideo to Spain, have told him, that 
his army at Montivideo must now cease from all 
further hostilities against Artegas, otherwise they 
will coalesce with and aid him. It is believed that 
the king will ina short time order his army to re- 
turn from the river Plate. 

It is believed that Carrera is still at Montevideo, 
but I have not been able to obtain any distinct in- 
formation either as tohis own situation or that of 
his party; indeed, this is a place where litile intellhi- 
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gence of any sort can be obtained which does not) 
immediately relate to the place itself. The car- 
nival, which lasted three days, and the acclamation 
or coronation of the king, have interfered very much 
with our getting the little we wanted, or we should 
have let: this before now, but we hope to be offon 
Sunday the 8th instant. 
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Letters from Hayti. 

Extracts of letters from a gentleman on board the Hor- 
net slosp of war, communicated fur the Weekly Ite. 
gister, dated at Port au Prince 5th of May, 1818. 
We had,to deat through the Turk’s Island passage; 

a thing very unusual indeed.—In truth, we found 
that nature seemed to be playing pranks with her 
own laws; having spoken vessels which reported 
that te customary trade winds had failed for up- 
wards of three weeks before, both at Trinidad and 
Montserrat; blowing from the W. and S. W. in- 
stead of the E. and N.E points. Whata foul verse- 
meni! Ii far excee:'s the incident mentioned by 
Hureboldt in his Personal Narrative, p. 232, which 
he deemed so very remarkable. Perhaps, not- 
withstanding all this supposed irregularity,—per- 
haps if a full series of observations had been made 
and handed down to us for some centuries, it 
would appear that the irregularities remarked 
of late, are periodical; occurring and recurring 
at stated times; just as the Freuch «stronomers 
lave Cemonstrated that certain variations in the 
motions of the planets and comets happen as 
uniformly as the oscillations of the pendulum. So 
then, 1 am resolved not to be superstitious, nor to 
suppose that dame nature has reversed or retarded 
her operations to thwart our infdel purposes? 

At Cape Henry, which exhibits the ruins of a 
superb city, we were unexpectedly detained for 
upwards of five days. His majesty, Henry I. play- 
ed the king in great style—and gave an appearance 
of deliberation to a measure which he bad undoubt- 
edly predetermined before our arrival.—After so- 
lemn ceremonies and the clearance of couriers and 
the formality of despatches,—he finally authorised 
the baron Dupuys to hand his answer to Mr. Tay- 
lor, containing pretexts for rejecting him as com- 
mercial agent at the Cape. The real fact is, that 
he only sought to evade in this manner, reclama- 
tions for 300,000, or 400,000 dollars for past spo- 
liations and unjustifiable confiscations. 

His majesty never appeared in this petty occasion; 
nothing but grand matters draw him from his su- 
perb retreat at Sans Souci, a village amidst very 
lofty mountains about fifteen miles from the city. 
Nothing can surpass the grandeur of the landscape; 
its beauties are picturesque and sublime. The for- 
tress or citadel on the peak of one of the mountains 
in his front, appears like an eagle’s nest amidst the 
the clouds.* If fort Henry (alias fort Ferrier) 
contains 300 pieces of brass ordnance,—as report 
sets forth,—and is garrisoned by expert artillerists, 
I cannot conceive what force would be capable of 
reducing it. I conclude that these pinnacles are 
absolutely impregnable. 

Henry the first is a rigorous monarch. None of 
the European legitimates surpasses him in the 
most-princely qualities—not even the autocrat of 
all the Russias.—He has created a band of nobility, 
and curbs them effectually. He exacts one fourth 
part of all produce, and claims both people and 
1erritory as his own property. 


*It is the work of hundreds for twelve or fifteen 
years, and the place still augmenting. 








In addition to this, he receives ten per centum 
on imports and experts—and has heaped together 
so much specie that, as an English physician ob- 
served, he can show more money than the bank of 
England. | 

The people are wretched—greviously oppressed. 
His word islaw. His nod isfate. ‘The people can- 
not leave the towns or districts without passports; 
and, just befere our arrival, he had ordered a thou- 
sand women to be selecied in Cape Henry, and 
transported to the country to labor on the planta- 
tions—the men being all under arms. he princi- 
pal drudgery falls to the lot of the women. Ina 
ride of about five miles on a Sunday morning to 
Haut du Cap, (a pretty country-house to which 
foreigners are allowed to proceed for recreation— 
just under Mt. Saint Martin, and near the ruined 
village of Haut du Cap,) we passed above three hun- 
dréd of them, coming to market—ail carrying 
baskets of bananas, plantains, mangoes, and ail 
the variety which this once charming land pro- 
duces.—The constant recurrence of ruined planta- 
tions, with the vestiges of spacious dwellings, 
splendid gardens, and fine aqueducts excite melaa- 
choly ideas, and still proclaim (with the fruits and 
flowers of the East-Indies, the Pacific ocean, &c. 
&e. naturalized or introduced here by the French,) 
the taste, industry and skill, of its former imhabi- 
tants.—But these are gone—and power has passed 
into the hands of a ci-cevant St. Eustatia slave, 
sold far his misbehaviour to a French planter of 
this quondam colony. Henry cannot read or write 
—He can subscribe his name however to insiru- 
ments; and is possessed of great energy of charae- 
ter,—with a remarkable knack st discerning the 
leading traits of those with whom he has mter- 
course.—If you believe half what is told you con- 
cerning Henry’s penetration, poor Lavater is a 
child in’ comparison—and even Dr. Gall did not un- 
derstand craniology half so well. In a word, king 
Heury is a prodigy—the prince’ of—of——je ne suis 
quoi—a most noble cavalier, and the young prin- 
cesses royal paragonsof beauty, virtue, and intelli- 
gence, while the queen is an exemplary pattern of 
piety. The establishment at Sans Soucit,—the 
name will of course remind you of Frederick as 
wellas of Christophe, the Great,—is on a grand 
scale--if we may believe report. But he isa fa- 
vorite who can gain admission there. 

At Cape Henry is a Lancastrian school, on an ex- 
tensive plan, conducted by an English. gentleman 
and a very intelligent negro, educated in England 
—There is also a classical school conducted by an 
English clergyman—a school of anatomy, of which 
Dr. Stewart is professor, chief surgeon to the hos- 
pital,—and another English physician¢ is the king’s 
fuvorite, enjoying also some iucrative privileges,-~ 
(by the bye he is a clever fellow;) and there are 
two more English physicians at the Cuape, one of 
whom is about publishing a botanical survey of thie 
plants of Hayti. 

There are four other Lancastrian schools in va- 
rious parts of the territories of Christophe—but, 
strange to tell!—their application io the dissemina- 
tion of, or tuition in French, is discountenanced. 
It is said to be his majesty’s intention to eradi- 
cate the French language by degrees, or at least to 
encourage the English for commercial and politi- 
cal purposes. I had this confirmed by too many 
persons to allow me to doubt of its auth cnticity. 

At all events, these dvstitutions are « credit to 
Mr. Wilberforce (canting hypocrite as he is,) and 
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to king Henry. “Mr. W. is said to have exerte} 
much influence with the latter, insomuch that he 
is greatly Aumanised, and, now (Ahat he has obtain. 
ed bayonets and gun powder in abundance) decently 
shoots or stabs such convicts as he used to have 
hurled from the top of Mount Ferrier down a ter- 
rific precipice, which shattered them into atoms— 
Besides this, be does nothing that can give the 
least disquiet to the legitimates who own millions 
of slaves in neighboring islands—for freedom here 
is rank slavery. Yet the prejudices of black 
against white, enables Henry to affect whatever he 
pleases. His officers and soldiers look martially; 
und, depend upon it, let prejudice suggest what it 
may, that in this climate, and amidst the defiles 
and declivities of Hayti, they are formidable anta- 
fonists, If not invincible, they are nearly so. 
‘Fo do them justice, the officers and people were 
very polite and civil to us—and were I to detail 
the repeated entertainments given and offered us by 
the American, German and English residents, at 
the Cape, I should produce this epistle to a ture- 
some length. We never experienced more flat- 
tering atientions.t—But, captain Reed was impa- 
tient to put to sea, and did so the very moment 
taat Mr. ‘TP. received an unequivocal answer. By 
the way, I wish this gentleman had been located 
fora while at the Cape, as his deportment, | am 
sure, would have done credit to his country, and 
been useful to our countrymen. " 

We sailed from the Cape on the morning of the 
g8th ult. and anchored here, only on the 2d inst. 
P. M. 

Here we learned that the rumored death of pre- 
sident Petion, was but too true. ‘hat distinguish- 
ed character expired above a month ago—and 
there are very contradictory stories respecting the 
cause of his exit. Though generally beloved—nay 
adored,—he had a few enemies in the army;—and 
it appears that Petion himself had latterly,sus- 
pected a plot against his life. Under this per- 
suasion, he grew melancholy, and declared that, 
with such base ingratitude, life was not worth pre- 
serving,—and when assailed by fever, obstinately 
refused all medicine, or sustenance. Still he was 
the philosopher to the last—wrote his sentiments 
and precepts for the benefit of his countrymen, 
and voluntarily marched to another world. 
I refer you to the regular accounts. Of late, Pe- 
tion had become indolent—and his excessive bene- 
volence in several instances had become dangerous 
to the state. That was his leading quality. He 
was brave and politic, when occasion required; but, 
Was sometimes seduced into injustice and intrigue 
against foreigners here. Yet, how do we know, that 
le was not reluctantly compelled to be unjust among 
« people whose jealousies forbid equity to be accord- 
ed to whitemen? They havea notion, that justice 
is a thing for their own family-use, and means par- 
tiality towards the blacks in all cases whatsoever. 
Neither for personal insult nor for fraud, is it pos- 
sible for a white man to obtain redress—and he must 
not dare to take it, unless he is prepared for “a 
journey to the valley of Jehosaphat. General 
Boyer, who succeeded Petion, is a man of decision 
and bravery. For present times he is fitter than 
iiis predecessor. When news of Petion’s death 
reached Leojyane, it was on a market-day—nothing 
vut lamentations and cries were heard—Every one 
exclaimed: “Our father is gone! We are undone!” 
and the people dispersed im grief, frenzy and dis- 

















7We returned t..em as far as circumstances per- 


mitited. 


traction. Similar emotions prevailed throughout 
the republic—a fact as honorable to the memory of 
the dead, as to the affectionate sensibility of the 
living. 

1 am sorry I cannot steal time to give you @ 
sketch of the scenery of this lovely island, and 
some account of its agriculture and commerce:— 
This part of it is much better cultivated than Chris- 
tophe’s, but, until a Further experiment be made 
as to the moral and political capabilities of the 
blacks,t E shall not grieve that even the Spaniards 
possess }ths of the whole island—while Christophe 
holds about 1-8th, and this republic (as it is called) 
contains about 1-8th part alse. 

I have conversed with some English gentlemen, 
who give a very sombre picture of the government, 
army, and military management of the patriots in 
Venezuela; yet, are of opinion, that they may at- 
cheive their independence. Among their errors and 
weaknesses—they indulge in a base and savage 
jealousy of foreign officers of all sorts: nor have 
repeated disasters and defects opened their eyes 
to the importance of discipline and skill. Hence 
British and other officers are disgusted and disap- 
pointed in the highest degree. 

What, then, must we think of a people so igno- 
rant or infatuated as to reject the means proper to 
obtain a desirable end?-——All we can observe, 
either with respect to this as other blemishes, is, 
that whatever vices or defects the South Ameri- 
cans have, Spanish policy caused them all—and 
that which has debased them can never regenerate 
them. Shall we deprecate the establishment of 
independence among blacks, or mulattoes, or In- 
dians? Why should we sympathise with slave- 
tracers’—The decree is gone forth—and the slave 
shall shake off his chains. If he makes a bad use 
of his independence, we cannot help it.—To squan- 
der an inheritance, or abuse a privilege, is no new 
thing. Kings have proved bitter guardians to the 
lunatic and the insane, who could not take care of 
themselves.—Could I indeed be persuaded, that 
the majority of mankind will make no better figure 
in future than in past history, I would almost loath 
the contemptible brood, and exclaim with Petion: 
‘itis not worth while to live.?~—I hope that Time 
contains better wares in the hinder part of his wal- 
let than that which he carries before. 
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Legislature of Massachusetts. 


GOVERNOR’S SPEECH. 
Gentlemen of the senate, and 
Gentlemen of the house of representatives, 

A review of the past, and an examination of the 
existing circumstances of the commonwealth, can 
never be more pertinent or useful than on occasions 
like the present.--The practical effects of laws 
upon society furnish the legislator with the most 
instructive political lessons and the safest guides 
for his future conduct. Laws, which time, that so 
unerringly developes the merit and demerit’of eve- 
ry thing human, has proved to be adapted to the ge- 
nius and circumstances of the people, command re- 
spect ondchallenge perpetuation. And such appears 
to be the happy adaptions of the civil statutes of the 
commonwealth, to our actual condition as to afford 
little room for legistative correction. The field 
of legisiation, being tius narrowed, the duties of 
the legislature will be less onerous, and you may 
pursue, with less divided attention, the melioration 











*And the whites cannot boast of perfection. 
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of the criminal code, and the promotion of objects 
of general utility. : ; 
«* Humanity has long bewailed the miseries which 
crimes have brought upon society; and the efforts 
of many individuals and of governments have been 
continually making to prevent their perpetration. 
Some very ingenious and learned men, particularly 
of the last and present centuries, indulging in ab- 
stracted views of the human character and of hu- 
man rights, have proscribed all capital and corporal 
punishments, not only asfcruel and sanguinary, as 
unjustifiable and useless, but as tending to produce 
the crimes they were designed to prevent: And the 
origin of punishment has been referred to an ardent 
spirit of domination; or to the malignant passions 
of men in power. ‘ 

Benevolence and humanity would delight in the 
idea that crimes and punishment were speedily to 
terminate. Hopes have even been cherished by 
many philanthropists in our own country, that un- 
der a mild and mitigated system of penal and cri- 
minal law, the utility of pnblic punishments would 
be diminished, or cease. But deductions from the 
hypothetical rights of individuals, and the perfec- 
tability of man, are too subtle and indistinct to be 
assumed as practical maxims of jurisprudence. If 
the right of a government to inflict a high degree 
of punishment be denied, it will be difficult to de. 
fine a point, at which the right to punish in any de- 
gree shall commence. 

Meeting the general question upon the broad 
ground of justice and public utility, the govern- 
ment of Massachusetts, maintaining the right to 
punish, has abolished many of the ancient laws 
which ordained the infliction of death as a punish- 
ment. An appeal to our present statutes will 
show that great improvements in favor of human 
weakness have been effected. Wecan only, how- 
ever, permit ourselves to boast of an approximation 
to a due adjustment of punishments to the various 
grades of offences. Crimes are daily perpetrated, 
and much remains to be done. Even in the present | 
improved state of our own country, when the spi- 
rit of liberty, of philosophy, and of the christian re- 
ligion, have united to suppress vice and crimes, to 
mitigate the rigor of punishments and to endow 
them with a reforming power, we painfully witness | 
the protracted prevalence of vice and depravity: 
And it continues to be the indispensable, though 
irksome, duty of a christian legislature, to ordain 
punishment for crimes, and by good and whpole- 
some laws, protect the person, and property of 
the orderly and virtuous, against the depredations 
and outrage of the unprincipled and audacious. 

The utility of a concentrated system of penal and 
criminal law, in which punishment shall be gradu- 
ated by the nature and aggravation of crimes, and 
adapted to the actual state of society and public 
sentiment, was duly appreciated by your immediate 
predecessors; and I have great satisfaction in add- 
ing, that a revision of the criminal code of this 
commonwealth, was to the fullest extent referred 
to a committee of three of our most learned and 
distinguished jurists, designated by ‘the legisla- 
ture in the month of February last; from whose ta- 
Jents and labors we may anticipate the most saluta- 
ry results. 

In adverting to objects of general utility, I limit 
my own views to inviting your attention to consi- 
derations of that character. The present period 
being a time of peace, the citizens not onlv of this 
state, but of the other states in this confederacy, 
are assiduously availing themselves of the moment 
to cultivate and improve the arts of life, and to 


augment the means of personal and social enjoy- 
ment. And itis worthy of particular remark, that 
in some, if not most of the states, large appropria- 
tions of money have been made by their legisla- 
tures to animate individual labor and to give 
effect to combined enterprise. By a reference to 
the statutes of Virginia it will be seen that soon 
after the termination of the late war, a “a board of 
public works” was instituted, vested with full 
power to pledge that state in a limited ratio, as a 
party to any enterprise founded on public utility, 
that should be approved by the board. By refer- 
ring to the statutes of the state of New York of a 
more recent date, it will be found that the legisia- 
ture has assumed in behalf of that state, the con- 
struction of a canal from lake Erie to the confin- 
ence of the Mohawk river with the Hudson, and of 
another canal to communicate with lake Champlain 
and the last mentioned river. 

In concerns of high import, Massachusetts has 
not been accustomed to want decision or zeal. Her 
fiscal resources, liberated by the late repeal of the 
internal revenue laws of the United States, are va- 
rious, and might be rendered productive. In the 
present state of peace and general prosperity, rich 
as she is in agriculture, in her various fisheries, 
and manufactures, but especially in her commerce 
and the redundant capital of her citizens, she 
ought to feel herself, without the pressure of ad- 
ditional taxes on the great body of the people, 
amply competent to every object of general im- 
provement and advantage that can offer itself to 
her patronage. 

The project of cutting a canal through the penin- 
sula of Cape Cod, has repeatedly engaged the at- 
tention of the legislature —The magnitude of that 
objeet in relation not only to the coasting trade 
and commerce of this state, but of the United 
States, and the facility of communication it would 
afford, in the event of a war, between Massachu- 
setts bay and the waters leading to ports on the 
Delaware and in the Chesapeake, as well as to the 
contiguous states of Rhode Island, Connecticut and 
New York, unite in recommending the merits of 
the undertaking to thorough examination; whence 
motives may be eventually derived for the govern- 
ment of this state, and that of the United States, 
efficaciously to further its accomplishment. 

To encourage industry, the great source of com- 
petence, and the friend of health and good morals, 
always merits the care of the legislature. Improve- 
ments in the arts is progressive: And, besides, that 
prepossessions in favor of established customs and 
practices oppose themselves to reform, most men 
are obliged to labor for subsistence, and pursue 


habituated. In agriculture few individuals possess 
the means of instituting those extensive and ela- 
borate experiments, by which the powers of soil 
and climate are developed. Nothing perhaps can 
more decidedly evince the intelligent and guardian 
care of the legislature over this interesting branch 
of political economy, than the establishment of the 
Massachusetts Agricultural Society, and other in- 
stitutions for the advancement of similar objects, 
together with the liberal grants of money from the 
treasury, which have been made in aid of individual 
contributions. Through the agency of these insti- 
tutions, and the persevering and generous efforts 
of the gentlemen by whom they are administered, 
a lively impulse has been imparted to agriculture, 
and every portion of the state is flourishing under 
their genial influence. 





Among the numerous objects which at all times 


those plans of execution to which they have been 
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are interesting to the people and government of the 
commonwealth, the department of the treasury is 
one of the most prominent. Although, by the 
adoption of the constitution of the government of 
the United States, the several states have relin- 
quished the most productive sources of the reve- 
nue, yet from those branches over which the states 
retain a concurrent jurisdiction, a competent sup- 
ply, not only for the support of government and 
payment of the state debt may be derived, but for 
extraordinary contingencies, and the occasional 
encouragement of any important branch of political 
economy that may solicit the fostering eare of the 
state. 

At this time it merits particular notice, that for 
more than twenty years a considerable proportion 
of the money received into the treasury has been 
derived from the payment of the interest, and part 
of the principal, of the United States’ stock belong- 
ing to the commonwealth. Thus an amount of the 
six per cent. stock of the United States, amount- 
ing in the year 1786 to eight hundred and thirty-two 
thousand five hundred and thirty four dollars, is 
reduced to twenty-four thousand, three hundred 
and sixty-two dollars and eighty-seven cents; which 
stock will be extinguished on the first day of Oc- 
ker of present year. The deferred stock, which in 
the year 1802 amounted to four hundred and six- 
teen thousand, two hundred and sixty seven dol- 
lars, is now reduced to one hundred and seventy 
four thousand, nine hundred and sixty six dollars 
and forty five cents. But by the arrangements of 
the the United States’ treasury, under the provi- 
sions of sundry acts of congress, instalments of 
this stock are to be annually paid, together with 
the interest, until the first of October, 1824, when 
this stock will likewise be extinguished. 

From an estimate that has been communicated 
to me by the treasurer of the commonwealth, it ap- 
pears that, extraordinary occurrences excepted, 
the balances or outstanding taxes in the hands of 
collectors and sheriffs; the avails of the tax on 
banks; the sums arising from the payment of the 
interest, and several instalments of the principal 
of United States’ stock; together with a small 
amount of interest to be received fron sundry in- 
dividuals who are debtors to the state, will enable 





the treasurer to mee: all the demands which will } 


be made upon his department, in the course of the 
current year. But inasmuch as the whole of the 
old six per cent. stock will be extinguished in Oc- 
tober, and as itis probable that at least equal de- 
mands will be made upon the treasury, in succeed- 
ing years, deficiency of revenue, after the expira- 
tion of the present year, may occur. And it is 
submitted to your wisdom, gentlemen, whether 
some mode of supplying the demand, and placing 
the finances of the state upon a stable and produc- 
tive foundation, should not in the mean time be de. 
vised? An arrangement of this nature will rise in 
importance shoulda reduction and extinction of 
the debt of the state be contemplated. 

In seleciing sources of revenue all those consi- 
derations which appertain to so delicate a subject, 
will undoubtedly have their merited weight in 
your deliberations. The farming interest has ever 
been disposed to contribute its share of the fiscal 
demands of the state; and on great emergencies, 
when dangers have pressed on the commonwealth, 
its efforts have been limited only by the occasion. 
The consequences however of drawing revenue too 
copiously from this source, though first felt by the 
agriculturist himself, operate remotely upon every 
class of society. Little objection can be urged 
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against the moderate tax now laid on polls. But 
taxes on labor must increase its price, or be drawn 
from that portion of the product of it, which, to 
maintain the laborer in full vigor, ought to be ap- 
propriated to his subsistence. Taxes on_polls and 
real estates, susceptible of being only annually 
laid, and being slow and expensive m collection, 
must be eircumscribed in amount. But revenue 
derived from trade and commerce, from duties on 
luxuries, and on articles which are consumed or 
used only, or chiefly by the wealthy, while they 
admit ef indefinite extension, are collected with 
promptness, with facility and litule expense. 

The secretary will lay before you, gentlemen, 
for your information, the report of a special com- 
mittee of the house of representatives in congress, 
on thé subject of the claims of this commonwealth 
against the government of the United States; to- 
gether with sundry accompanying documents; 
the considerations of which report was post- 
poned till the next session. Although the me- 
rits of the claim have never been discussed in 
the national legislature, yet, considering the nature 
and magnitude of the objeot for which the expen- 
ditures were incurred; the danger of menaced in- 
vasion at the period when a large proportion of the 
disbursements was required, upon a maritime fron- 
tier of more than five hundred miles in extent; the 
remarkable unanimity of sentiment which then pre- 
vailed among all classes of our citizens, and the 
cordiality with which they united their tabors and 
zeal in raising works of defence against the com- 
mon enemy; and more especially the liberal and un- 
hesitating manner in which the resources of the 
state were employed as well for the defence of the 
posts, navy and otler property of the United States, 
as for the immediate protection of its own territo- 
ry and population, we may confidently presume 
that the general merits of the claim will be duly 
appreciated; and that the enlightened statesmen 
to whom are now confided the destinies of our 
nation will authorise a reimbursement. In this ex- 
pectation we feel the greater confidence from wit- 
nessing the adoption of those liberal and compre- 
hensive views of general policy which have elevat- 
ed the United States to their present exalted grade 
in the scale of nations. 

It is not deemed necessary on this occasion to 
advert to considerations, which have only an indi- 
rect bearing on the subject in question. Whatever 
agency Massachusetts may have had in establish- 
ing the national government; or however great her 
sacrifices, or valuable her contributions in support- 
ing its existence and efliciency, in the spirit of 
amity and accommodation which produced the 
compact, we concede that she enjoys an equivalent: 
—And in estimating and remunerating her contri- 
butions and various efforts for the public defence, 
she asks only the same measure of justice and 
equity, that has been observed for analagous ex- 
penditures towards her sister states. 

That the constitution of the United States has 
been productive of the most beneficial effects; that 
the blessings resulting from it have transcended 
the utmost hopes of the sages who framed, and 
the states which adopted it; are subjects of high 
gratulation and joy; and of devout gratitude to 
that Being who rules among the nations. But to 
ensure a continuance of its beneficial effects, the 
principles upon which it was founded must be main- 
tained in their purity. 

The primary apprehensions of many of its friends, 
which arose from an imagined imbecility in its 
structure, have subsided; and the severe trials it 
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has sustained sufficiently demonstrate its tone and 
vigor. The proofs of its strength, however, have 
been intermingled with admonitions of its tenden- 
cy to accumulate power by refinement and construc- 
tion: And should the time arrive when the sovereign- 
ty of the states shall be merged in the general go- 
vernment, the catastrophe must probably be effect- 
ed by the extension of constructive prerogatives. 
Whatever difficulties may accurin drawing a line 
between those rights which have been surrendered, 
and those which are retained by the states itis to 
be remembered, that on every question of doubt- 
ful import, touching the distribution of power, a 
favorable construction is due the individual states, 
under a provision sacred as’ it is decisive, that all 
powers not expressly given are withheld. 

In support of this doctrine, which I deem essen. 
tial to the preservation of the true nature of our 
institutions of government, it is highly satisfactory 
to me to be able to cite the opinions of the presi- 
dent of the United States, and of his immediate 
predecessor. The opinions of the latter was ex- 
pressedin giving his negative, among the last acts 
of his administration, to « bill that had passed both 
houses of congress, on the subject of making ap- 
propriations for roads and canals. 
sons he assigned for exercising the right of nega- 
tive, he observes, “that such a power is not express- 
ly given by the constitution, and that it cannot be 
deduced from any part of it without an inadmissi- 
ble latitude of construction; and believing also 
that the permanent success of the constitution de- 
pends on a definite partition of powers.” And the 
president, in his message at the opening of the 
late session of the national legislature, expressed 
a concurrent opinion on the same constitutional 
question, upon the ground ‘that congress do not 
possess the right,’? assumec in the bill: “that it is 
not contained in any of the specified powers grant- 
ed to congress; nor,” tke president adds, *‘canI 
consider it incident to, or as a necessary mean, for 
carrying into effect any of the powers specifically 
granted.” Further to illustrate this important 
subject, and at the same time to point out the le- 
gitimate mode of acquiring power in instances 
where the distribution of it may be equivocal, the 
message further adds that, “in cases of doubtful 
construction, it comports with the nature and ori- 
gin of our constitutions, and will contribute much 
to preserve them, to apply to our constituents for 
an explicit grant of power.” 

Under this aspect it must yield us the highest 
satisfaction to reflect that constitutional principles 
bear with paramount weight on our national coun- 
cils: and, forbearing on my part to interpose an 
opinion on the subject of allusion, we may feel 
confident that while the great and vital provisions 
of our constitution are thus tenderly and watch- 
fully guarded, the rights of the states and the li- 
berties of the people will remain unimpaired. 

Gentlemen, we may recognize the general course, 
but can never enumerate the instances, of divine 
goodness toour fathers, nor to ourselves. Future 
events are inscrutable. But we see and feel that 
the condition of our country is flourishing and 
happy; and it demands our gratitude. ‘he fathers 
of the revolution indeed promised us much; but 
more isrealized. They promised us liberty;—and 
on what portion of the earth were the blessings 
of it ever enjoyed toan equal extent? They taught 
us the value, and inspired the hope of religious 
freedom; and what impediment exists to limit the 
human mind in the pursuit of truth? What authori- 
ty te bind and enslave the conscience? Nor is- this 
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all. From institutions founded on the basis of jus- 
tice and equal rights, a peculiar spring and force 
has been imparted to the American character:— 
And our nation, though but of yesterday, is rival- 
ling in science, in arms and the useful arts, the at- 
tainments of the most ancient and’ improved na- 
tiensof Europe, While then we admire, and ve- 
nerate the wisdom of our f»thers, let us unite in 
sentiments of gratitude to a benevolent Providence 
for all our exalted privileges and social blessings. 

The secretary will lay before you a letter I have 
recently received from the hon. Eli P. Ashman, re- 
signing his seat in the senate of the United States. 

Some further communications will be made to 
you hereafter by message; and 1 shall derive great 
Satisfaction in uniting my own endeavours with 
yours to promote the public weal. 

JOHN BROOKS. 
June 2, 1818. 








Indian War. 


DESTRUCTION OF THE CHEHAW VILLAGE. 
Copy of a letter from D. B. Mitchell, esq, agent for 

Indian affairs, to governor Rabun, dated Milledge- 

ville, May 6, 1818. 

Srr—On the 2d instant Ireceived information 
that a party of mounted men had attacked and de- 
stroyed the Chehaw town on Flint river, and killed 
many of the inhabitants. From all I could then 
learn it appeared to be uncertain what troops they 
were, and under whose command, or by whose or- 
der this unwarrantable and barbarous deed had 
been done; and as the consequences cannot be tore- 
seen which may result, when the justly exasperat- 
ed warriors of the town return, and find their town 
and property destroyed;—their unoffending and 
helpless families killed or driven into the woods to 
perisl:, whilst they were fighting their and our 
enemies, the Seminoles; deemed it best to come 
te the state and endeavor to procure correct in- 
formation. I now find that the party had been 
sent out by your orders, but failed to execute 
them; and that the attack on Chehaw was unau- 
thorized. 

1 present the case for the consideration of your 
excellency, under a confident hope, that as the peo- 
ple of Chehaw were not only friends, but that their 
conduct during the present war entitle them to 
our favor and protection, some immediate step will 
be taken to render that satisfiction which is due 
for so great an injury. 

The extent of their loss in a pecuniary point of 
view, I am not at this moment prepared to state, 
but so soon as I return to the agency [ will loose 
no time in having that ascertained; and in the 
mean time, permit me to suggest the propriety of 
instituting some legal enquiry into the conduct of 
the officers engaged in the enterprise. 

I have the honor to enclose an extract of a letter 
reeceived trom o!d Mr. Barnard on this subject, 
the contents of which is corroborated by a verbal 
statement of the Wolf Warrior, who came to me 
directly from the spot. 

I leave this early in the morning for the agency, 
from whence I will address you again upon this 
subject. 

lam, sir, with high consideration and respect 
your very obedient servant, 

D. B. MITCHELL, agent for I. A. 

P. S.—Since writing the above, I] have received a 
letter from the Little Prince, speaker of the Lower 
Creeks, upon this subject, a copy of which I also 
enclese. 
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Copy of a letter from the Little Prince, speaker of 
the Lower Creeks, to D. B. Mitchell, agent for 
I. A. dated Fort Mitchell, April 25, 1818. 

My great friend—\ have got now a talk to send 
‘to you. One of our friendly towns, by the name of 
the Chehaw, has been destroyed. The white peo- 
ple came and killed one of the head men, and five 
men and a woman, and burnt all their houses. All 
our young men have gone to war with gene- 
ral Jackson, and there is only a few left to 
guard the town, and they have come and served 
us this way. As you are our friend and father, I 
hope you will try and find out, and get us satisfac- 
tion for it. You may depend upon it, that all our 
young men have gone to war, but a few that are left 
to guard the town. Men do not get up and do this 
mischief without there is some one at the head of 
it, and we want you to try and find them out. 

(Signed) TUSTUNNUGGIE HOPOIE. 
Copy of a letter from Timothy Barnard, esq. (a white 

man_) residing on Flint river, to D. B. Mitchell, 

agent for I. A. dated April 30, 1818. 

Sin—The Wolf Warrior, the bearer of this, has 
just arrived here and brings bad news from the Au, 
mue,culla town (Chehaw.) Nearly all the war- 
riors belonging to that town are now with our ar- 
mies. Seven days past a company of white people 
collected and rushed on the town; and as there 
were but few red people there, and all friendly, 
just what few were left to guard their town, the 
rest still with our army, the white people killed 
every one they could lay their hands on—killed the 
old chief Tiger king and one other chief; both I 
have known always to be friendly to our color, ever 
since Ihave been in this land. The whole of what 
are killed is nine men and one poor old woman. 
They took off what horses there were, the owners 
of which, some are still living. They took the 
horses to the fort, which is not far from tlie town 
they have destroyed. The chiefs that are still 
alive, beg that yon will get their horses, or any 
thing else returned. ‘The red people don’t know 
whether it is the regular troops, or Georgia mili- 
tia that have committed this unwarrantable act. 
I have wrote you all that I think is necessary—If 
you see cause to write any thing to me, to inform 
them of, [ will do it with pleasure. If these people 
do not get some friendiy treatment for the damage 
done them, I am afraid, when their warriors re- 
turn back from our ariny, something bad will hap- 
pen on some of our color. I am very sorry to have 
to write you on such a horrid piece of business. 
I write you in haste, as the bearer is in great hurry. 
to see you. ; 

I remain, sir, your friend, and most ob’t serv’t. 

(Signed) T. BARNARD. 





THE GOVERNOR’S NEPLY. 
Executive department, Geo. 
‘Milledgeville, 20th May, 1818. 
Sin—I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your’s of the Gth instant, enclosing a 
copy of a letter from old Mr. Barnard, and one 
from the Little Prince, speaker of the Lower 
Creeks, both on the subject of the late unfortu. 
nate attack made by a detachment of Georgia mi- 
litia under captain Wright, on the Chehaw village, 
which had previously been supposed to be friendly. 
I have examined these communications with the 
candor their importance required. It is unques- 
tionably your duty, as agent, to attend to the com- 
plaints of the red people and cause justice to be 
done to them as far as your powers will extend. 
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It will also readily be acknowledged by all, that 
my duty as governor of the state, requires that. 
should defend the cause of the whites, as far as 
that cause can be supported by the great princi- 
ples of justice. As you have furnished me with 
the Indian account of this transaction, and assured 
me of the friendship towards the whites that ex. 
isted among them prior to the attack—I feed it in- 
cumbent on me to explain to you, and through 
you to the nation over which you preside, the mo- 
tives by which the officers were actuated, who con- 
ducted the enterprise; and the grounds upon which 
they will attempt to justify the proceeding, or ex. 
tenuate the guilt that may, in the view of some 
men, be attached to them. You will readily ac- 
knowledge the decided and inveterate hostility of 
those Indians which belong to the villages under 
the immediate direction and control of the chiefs 
Hoponnee and Phelemmee; and that the orders 
which emanated from this department for their 
chastisement was both necessary and proper. You 
are also well apprised, that the order given confin- 
ed them specially to that object; so far then as re- 
spects myself, I feel perfectly justified in the mea- 
sures I adopted, and which I deemed essentially 
necessary to prevent a repetition of the horrid 
murders and depredations committed by those 
Indians on our unprotected frontier. I will now 
undertake to offer, in behalf of the detachment, 
the best apology for their conduct that I may be 
able to furnish, and which I am authorised to state, 
can be supported by ample proof. When the de- 
tachment was on its way to, and had reached the 
neighborhood of Fort Early they were credibly in- 
formed by several persons of veracity, that the 
celebrated old chief Hoponnee, whose town | id 
all joined the hostile party, had removed and was 
at that time living in the village upon which the 
attack was made and was considered as their prin- 
cipal leader, and that a great portion of them was 
alleged to be under his immediate direction, al- 
though part of them might be with M’Intosh. 

They therefore considered themselves authoriz- 
ed to attack it as being one of Hoponnee’s towns. 
The result I need not mention, as you have seen 
the statements made by captains Wright and Ro- 
binson, which Iam authorized by very respectable 
testimony to assure you, was substantially true, 
except as to the number reported to have been 
killed, which was fortunately incorrect. Now, sir, 
if I have been misinformed, and given a wrong con- 
struction to this affair, I should like very much to 
have more correct information, but if it should be 
founded in fact, what more can you or the Indiens 
require, than for me to assure you, that I regret the 
circumstance, and consider it as one of the misfor- 
tunes attendant on war, where the innocent frequent- 
ly suffer in common with the guilty. This unfortu- 
nate affair has been shamefully misrepresented, by 
many ofour citizens, whose delicate feelings seem tu 
have forgotten the many wanton outrages that have 
been committed on our frontier by the Indians, and 
would even cover the whole state with disgrace, 
merely because this small detachment have in this 
instance, mistaken their orders, and carried their 
resentment to an improper extent. 

‘The experience of all ages have shown, that it is 
much easier for us to complain of the conduct of 
others (and especially those in responsible stations) 
than to correct our own. I have ascertained that 
the property left by the Indians who were run of! 
from or near Dr. Bird’s store, on the Ocmulgee, 
some time past, is now in the possession of Mr 
Richard Smith in the lower end of l'wiges county, 
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and will be delivered at any time when proper ap- 
plication shall be made. 

You will please assure the red people under your 
care, that I feel a disposition to maintain peace and 
friendship with them on liberal terms. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedi- 
dient servant, WM. RABUN. 





Extract of a letter from major gen. Jackson to gen. 
Glascock. 


“Camp, on the line of March, 16 miles in 
advance of Fort Gadsden, May 7. 

“F cannot adequately express my feelings on the 
outrageous and inhuman attack of captain Wright 
and party, on the superannuated men and women of 
the friendly Chehaw village, which you recite. It 
will be a stigma on the American nation, unless the 
general government use their endeavors to bring 
the perpetrators to justice. I have ordered Wright 
to be arrested;j and he shall be tried by a milita- 
ry court. Ihave written to the governor of Georgia 
on the subject, expressing my astonishment at his 
unwarrantable interference with my duties. 

“I cengratulate you on the safe march of your 
brigade to Fort Early, with a hope that the brave 
Georgians under your command who have encoun- 
tered the dangers, fatigues, and privations of a 
long march, in an unfriendly country, may be 
speedily restored in health, to their families and 
homes. 

“f am now on my march to Pensacola, which 
place I shall probably have to occupy with an Ame- 
rican garrison.” 





Milledzeville, Geo. May 26.—We have conversed 
with several officers lately from the army—they 
state that the two Uritish emissaries captured at 
St. Marks and Suwannee, Arbuthnot and Ambruster, 
both accomplices of the notorious Woodbine, have 
been tried by court martial, of which gen. Gaines 
was president, and being found guilty of exciting 
the late Indian war, were executed on the 27th of 
last month—the former was hanged and the latter 
shot-—Juurnal. 

Arbuthnot had been a captain in the British 
service, was about 40 years of age, of genteel ap. 
pearance, and met his fate like a soldier-—When 
the executioner was fixing the rope around his 
neck, he desired not to be handled so roughly—ob- 
served he was a gentleman, and some say, spoke of 
his death being avenged—his property, he request- 
ed should be given to his son. Ambruster was 
young, not exceeding 25—at first, he was insolent 
and contumacious, but as death began to look him 
in the face, he lost his composure, and died more 
like a woman than a man. 

The evidence against both, we understand, was 
clear and strong. Letters, advising the enemy of 
the movements of our army, and how to act, were 
intercepted, Documents were also found, proving 
beyond doubt, that a criminal correspondence had 
been some time kept up, by them and the gover- 
norof New Providence, with the Incians and rene- 
gade negroes in Florida: But how indignant must 
every one be, when informed, that the prophet 
Francis, who was hanged a little before, had in his 
pocket a new commission of brigadier general 
from the British government, supposed to have 
been given to him during his late visit to England, 
whence he had not long returned.* As a scrutiny, 
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*This “prophet Francis”’ is doubtless the person 
referred to in the fellowing paragraph from a Bri- 
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we are assured, will develope the blackest perfidy 
towards this country, Great Britain will likely be 
disposed to let the matter rest where it is. 

Gen. Jackson, with a regiment of regulars and 
the Tennessee volunteers,crossed the Appalachico- 
la bay on the 7th inst. and expected to reach Pen- 
sacola, distant 200 miles, last Thursday. He_will 
probably take possession of the place, and leave in 
ita sufficient garrison for its defence, and for the 
protection of our ad jacent frontier settlements. 

A detachment of 350 men has been left at Fort 
Gadsden, 200 at St. Marks, and about 250 at Fort 
Scott, under the command of gen Gaines, to over- 
aweand effectually subdue the Indians in that 
quarter; and a naval force has been ordered to 
cruise on the south side of Florida Point for the 
purpose of cutting off the supplies, which such of 
them as have fled to lake Mayance, might other- 
wise receive from the contiguous British islands. 

We are informed that gen. Jackson speaks of 
retiring from the military service of the country 
very soon. The rapid decay of his constitution, 
occasioned by great bodily fatigue and exposure, 
is stated to be the cause. The whole army, it is 
said, have suffered inconceivably—an officer de- 
clares he has never seen such emaciated troops. 
The prosecution of the Seminole war has probably 
been attended with as many privatrons to the sol- 
dier, and as much expense to the government, as 
any contest ever was, of no longer duration or 
greater magnitude. 

Mobile, May 12. A number of gentlemen of re- 
spectability of the army,have arrived here from Ap- 
palachicola. Gen. Jackson has ended the Seminole 
war; all their provisions are destroyed as well as 
cattle driven off. They have fled towards Tamper 
bay, and must inevitably starve unless relieved by 
other exertions than their own. | 





Nashville, ( Tenn.) May, 12. 
The following is an extract of a letter from major 
general Andrew Jackson, toa gentleman in this 

place, dated 

Camp before St. Marks, 9th April, 1818. 
On the 26th ult. I marched from fort Gadsden 
into the heart of the enemy’s country. On the 
first instant | was reinforced by some friendly In- 
dians and 2 battalions of Tennessee volunteers un- 
der col. Elliott: arriving withina mile and half of 
Muckasuky town, I discovered the Indians posted 
on an advantageous point of land with a large pond 
in their front, and secured in their rear by woods 
and swamps. The spy companies, supported by the 





tish paper of December last—seeWexrxkty REGIsTen, 
vol. xii, page 46— 

“Phe double sound of a trumpet announced the 
approach of the PATRIOT Francis, who fought 
so gloriously in our cause in America; he was dres- 
sed ina most splendid suit of red and gold, and 
by his side he wore a tomahawk, mounted in gold, 
presented to him by the prince regent”.—The wretch 
it seems, was also the prime mover of the unpro- 
voked and infernal massacre of the garrison, with 
the women, &c. of fort Mims, Jefore the Creek war 
—a massacre of untold horrors—too horrible, as 
related to the editor by an eye witness of the 
scene of action a day or two after the event, to 
put upon paper! It was he also, who slaughtered 
lieut. Scott and his party, on the Flint river, not 
long ago. He had been outlawed by his countrymen 
for his perfectly savage propensities—was a mur- 
derer by trade, a favorite at court, and the 
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horse, were ordered forward, and a short and spi- 
rited conflict ensued; the Indians soon gave way, 
and were pursued through their towns. The three 
succeeding days were employed in scouring their 
country, burning their towns and in securing their 
corn and cattle, of which we found a great abun- 
dance; upwards of three hundred houses have been 
consumed. I have to regret the loss of one man 
killed (Tucker) and four wounded, (from Tennes- 
see;) of the Indians thirty were killed and four 
were made prisoners: sixty men women and chil- 
dren of the war party have surrendered—-The great 
war chief of the Muckasukees is among the slain. 

In the Muckasuky town we discovered eviden- 
ces of hostility for many years; upwards of three 
hundred scalps were found; about fifty were sus- 
pended ona painted war pole on the square, fresh, 
and of every description, from the tender infant 
to the aged mother. 

Appreiending that the enemy might attempt to 


‘occupy St. Marks, learning that they were kindly 


received there, and discovering that it would prove 
an advantageous depot for my supplies, I marched 
for, and reached it on the evening of the 6th. On 
my arrival, several communications passed be- 
tween myself and the commandant; when to bring 
matters toa close, delay being evidently designed, 
I ordered the light company to advance, and take 
possession, and capt. M’Ever to assume a position 
in therear; while gen. Gaines was instructed to 
hold his brigade in readiness to act if resistance 
were attempted: none however was made and the 
light companies entered, possessed themselves of 
the fort, pulled down the fag. Capt. M’Ever having 
hoisted English colors on board his boats, Francis, 
the prophet, Hoemotctiemucho and two others were 
decoyed on board, believing him to be the promis- 
ed and daily expected aid from New Providence, 
under the command of Woodbine. These have 
been hung to-day. To-morrow I march for Suwan- 
nee, where Lhope to put an end to the war. I have 
not time todo more than give you a faint view of 
things as they are. Ihave been forced to encoun- 
ter many privations; but they have been surmount- 
ed. 

St. Stephens, (A.T._) May 9. Governor Bibb 
returned to this place on Sunday last. An expedi- 
tion against the hostile Indians having been arrang- 
ed, a detachment of volunteers marched from Clai- 
borne the day previously. It is understood that the 
Spanish territory will no longer furnish an asylum 
to the enemy. 

Yesterday the governor received intelligence 
from major Youngs, who commanded at fort Craw- 
ford, that he having organized a force consisting of 
regulars, militia from camp Montgomery, and 
Choctaws, proceeded down the Escambia in boats, 
attacked the hostile Indians on Pensacola bay, with- 
in one mile of the town of Pensacola, on the 25th 
ult. killed nine, wounded twelve or thirteen, and 
took eight prisoners, with the loss on his part of 
one man only. Lieut. Allen commanded the militia. 
The expedition was so cautiously and properly 
conducted, that the enemy were not apprised of 
danger untilthe attack was made. The day after 
the governor of Pensacola iss:1ed a proclamation, 
forbidding the inhabitanis to sell or give any sup- 
plies to the Indians, and informed the chiefs that 
they should not be protected. He at the same 
time advised them to surrender and sue for peace. 

Major Youngs speaks in high terms of the good 
conduct of the detachment under his command. 

It is highly probable, therefore, that the period 


io = 


|is not distant when our fellow-citizens on the fron- 
tier may safely repose in their habitations. 

Governor Bibb has just received despatches 
from major Youngs. The hostile Indians have sued 
for peace through the governor of Pensacola. They 
are to report themselves ina few days at Durant’s 
Bluff, from whence they will be condueted to fort 
Crawford. 

So much for the conviction which the late suc. 
cessful expedition has wrought upon the savages, 
that they shall not murder our inhabitants, and 
then find shelter in the Spanish territories. 

The war on our frontier has probably now ter- 
minated, and it remains only, by proper arrange- 
ments, to secure our citizens from depredations for 
the future. 

We learn that governor Bibb will proceed to fort 
Crawford next week. 

It is understood that the governor of Pensacola 
manifested, in the affair, a disposition to regard the 
obligations of the treaty of 1795. 





Correspondence between governor Bibb and the Big 
Warrior relative to the murders committed on the 
Federal road, some months past. 

Coosada, 26th March, 1818.—Friend, I send you 
this letter to inform you, that some of the white 
people in this territory have been cruelly murder- 
ed, and to explain to you the things I have found 
‘necessary to do. 

On Friday night the 13th of this month a family 
consisting of men, women and children, while sit- 
ting in peace around their fire, on the Federal road, 
about sixty five miles this side of the town of Clai- 
borne, were attacked by a party of red men, and 
eight killed. The next Friday, fivemen riding 
quietly along the road, in the same neighborhood 
were fired on, three killed and one badly wounded. 
These unexpected and unprovoked murders could 
not be borne. We could not sit down, and permit 
our wives and children to be tomahawked without 
resistance. Ihave, therefore, ordered our soldiers 
to find and slay the hostile party. ButI am in- 
formed, there are mahy of your people among us 
who are our friends; and we know not how to dis- 
tinguish them from our enemies. They alarm our 
women and children. When the army meet them, 
they cannot know whether they are friends or foes; 
and the murderers themselves will say “we are 
your friends.” In this situation, it is best that 
your people should go home. They might be killed 
through mistake, andI should be sorry for it. 1 
have, therefore, ordered that they go from among 
us immediately; and I send this letter by major 
Laprade and Mr. Stevens, to explain to you my 
reasons for so doing. You will see that it proceeds 
from friendship, and I hope will help me in getting 
your peopleto come home. If you will tell me 
how it can be soonest done, I will help you in any’ 
arrangements for that purpose, you may propose. 
It is necessary weshould understand the views of 
each other, and then as friends, we can act to- 
gether. 

Your friend, WM. W. BIBB, 
Governor of the Alabama territory. 





To his excellency W.W. Bibb, governor of the Ala- 
bamu territory of the United States. 

Friend and brother,—You have sent me a talk. 
Tam glad to hear from you. Our peepleare, and 
wish to remain in peace with their white brethren, 
your people. You say that the blood of your men, 
women and children, has been spilled by red men. 





I am sorry to hear it. I could not hinder at. Those 











NILES’ REGISTER--JUNE 15, 1818-—-FOREIGN ARTICLES. 






Q71 





Sats at eS 5s lis Ne ~- ex om a ie 


x = 3 





= 


red men who spilled your blood, are none of our 
people. Weare your friends. Iam glad that you 
have taken me by the hand, and called me friend. 
That you have sent me a talk. You say that your 
warriors are out. You ave friendly in giving me 
that notice. I-know that all red men are alike in 
appearance. Your warriors, therefore, cannot tell 
the good from thebad. ‘They cannot distinguish 
between friend and foe. Those hostile men are hike 
the Wolf. They creep and sculk until they can spill 
blood.—They frighten my people, as well as yours. 
Ihave sent for my hunters to return to our land: 
all may not have had notice. I shall‘in three days 
send one of my warriors, Barney Riley, to you, to 
aid and assist in giving what few hunters may be 
among you, notice that they must return. I want 
to see you that we may talk together, and not mis- 
take each other. 
Friend and brother,—We wish to live in peace 
and friendship with you, and wish we may aid each 
other in governing our people. 
TUSTENUGGE THLUCCO. (B. W.) 








Foreign Articles. 
ENGLAND. &c. 

Admiral Cockburne has been dubbed a knight of 
the Bath—this is not appropriate; of the fire, would 
suit the house-burner better. 

The earl of Fife has presented Mr. Kean with 
the identical dirk, which was worn by his lordship’s 
ancestor, McDuff, in the combat in which Macbeth 
fell;—the weapon has been in possession of his 
lordship’s family ever since that memorable day. 

It appears, from a list of each class inserted in 
the seventh and last number of the Annals of Fine 
-irts, that modern patronage has created in England 
not less than nine hundred and thirty-one professional 
artists, of various descriptions, resident in and near 
the metropolis. —Of whom there are— 

552 Painters, 
43 Sculptors, 
149 Architects, 
93 Engravers in line, 
58 In mixed styles, 
19 In mezzotinto, 
S3 In aquatinta, 
22 On wood, 

And, what deserves to be specially noticed, 
among the painters there are no less than forty 
three ladies! 

The extracting of pot-ash from potatoe-stalks has 
commenced in Ireland, and promises to become a 
most valuable article of trade in that part of the 
United Kingdom. It is calculated that 350,000 
acres of land are annually cultivated wiih potatoes 
there. These would produce 46,875 tons of poi 
ash, which at 20/. per ton, would amount to 937,500/. 
per annum. 

Poor rates’—The expense of the furniture, plate, 
Wines and provisions, used in the royal yatchs, is in 
the department of the lord steward of the house- 
hold, so that it forms no part of the ectraordinaries 
of the navy. It appears from the accounts of the 
lord steward, that the expense of the prince re- 
gent’s forty-eizht hours cruize off Brighton was 
1.2001. QcPThis sum is not taken out of the mighty 
amount allowed for his subsistence, but is an addi- 
tional charge on the nation! 

Important decision to the catholics of Treland. In the 
case, “The king, at the prosecution of John Cole, 
vs. the corporaiion of Dublin,” which came on the 
13th April, in the court of King’s-bench, Duhiin, the 
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Morillo, from his wounds, is confirmed. 


mus should issue requiring the corporation to ad, 
mit and swear in the prosecutor as a member, al- 
| though.a Roman catholic. 

**F lash honses.—It has been stated in parliament 
that there are above 200 regular flash houses 
[houses for the reception of stolen goods, and re- 
sort of theives] kept open day and night in London, 
all which are known to the police officers, who re- 
10/. a year for each house as hush money, &c. These 
houses are frequented by between 11 and 12,000 
persons, 6000 of whom are boys and girls from ten 
to fifteen years old who there divide their spoils 
and riot in bestia! debauchery § 

SPAIN. 

A letter from Alicant says—‘Last week, the 
clergy excommunicated from their churches all 
freemasons; also all persons who may have in their 
possession any book of Masonry, or who may know 
of a person and not inform against him. Poor fools! 
how can they point out a mason, unless he should 
declare himseli: which he would not, as the inqui- 
sition would imprison him for life. There is a col. 
Fernando, a worthy and brave officer, now in close 
confinement in the castle, where he has been eigh- 
teen months. He was seized at the dead hour of 
the night, and carried from his bed to a prison by 
these wretches, for being, as they supposed, a ma- 
son.”” 


! 


SWEDEN. 

Bernacotte’s wife resides in Paris, not on account 
of a disaffection between him and her, but because 
the Swedish nobility have not treated her with the 
respect that belongs to her rank! ‘ 

WEST INDIES, 

Many acts of sheer piracv are committed in the 
West Indies—sometimes by small open boats, man- 
ned with white and black negroes. 

The slave vessels belonging (ostensiblv) in Ha- 
vanna, are said to amoynt to 206'—Some of these, 
it is believed, are really owned in{England, and 
others inthe United States. 

Seduced by the liberal propositions lately set 
forth by the Spanish government in favor of emi- 
grants to Cuba, many of the Spanish and some of 
the French families of Louisiana are preparing to 
become subjects of Ferdinand—tlet them go. 

The southern part of //ayti is quiet under the ad- 
ministration of President Soyer, apparently an in- 
telligent and very worthy man. His present naval 
force consists of a frigate, corvette.and brig, ‘Che 
U.S. sloop Hornet and com. Lewis, U.S. agent, 
were well received at Port au Prince. 

The importance of the British West Indies are 
inferred from the following notices of the exports 
of Jamaica, in one year--116,012 hhds. (of 1800 or 
2000 tbs. each) 11,094 tierces, 2868 bbls. sugar; 
47,949 puncheons, 1094 hhds. 208 casks. 916 bbls. 
rum; 354 casks molasses; 3361 casks, 1195 bags 
ginger, 946 casKs, 15,817 bags Pimento; 14,793,706. 
lbs. coffee. 

“SPANISH AMERICA.” 

The cargo of the prize brig which we noticed 

as being oa shore on Block Island, [page 239] has 

been secured by the officers of the revenue and 

carried to Newport, RI. Itis valued at about 

80,000 dollars—the duties will amount to $20,000. 
Death of Moriilo. In aletier dated Kingston, 
Jam. May, 10, to the editor of the Charleston City 


| Gazeite-—By the arrival here ycsterday, or rather 


at Port Royal, of H. B. M. brig Rifleman, captain 
Duff, from St. Martha, the news of the death ofthe 
blood thirsty tyrant and Spanish gen. Den Padlo 
The he- 





court gave judgment, and directed that a manda-| 


roic defenders of liberty, and the cause of huimani- 
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ty and justice, have reason to celebrate the demise 
of such acruel and barbarous warrior; one who 
having made a dear bought conquest of Carthage- 
na, marched without opposition, f may say, (on ac- 
count of the apathy and inconstancy of the direc- 
tors) of the unfortunate people of the kingdom, a 
people heartily disposed to fight in defence of the 
glorious cause they were embarked in, but owing 
to the duplicity and fear of their leaders, were 
taught to abandon their arms, or submit without 
resistance to the handful of old Spanish, and some 
few indignant Creole soldiers, sent to subjugate 
them the capital of the kingdom, St. Fe de Bo- 
wata—where in imitation of the horrid scenes re- 
sorted to in Carthagena, he filled with terror and 
gloom the capital of Cundinamarca, where, for a 
time, nought but the expiring groans of her patri- 
ot sons were heard to rend the air, victims to the 
rapacity ofa despot’s supreme will, &c. 


Morillo not dead—\ater. Letter from St. Thom as’, 
dated 26th May, to the editor of the “Democratic 
Press?— 

“We have the oficial news here from Caraccas 
that another battle has been fought on the 11th 
inst. ahout 20 leagues west from San Carlos—in 
which both parties seem to have fought with des- 
peration. ‘the Spaniards say that the patriots are 
totally defeated, but acknowledge the loss of many 
first rate officers. The commander in chief of the 
royal army engaged, “de la Torre,” is severely 
wounded, and his aid-de-camp col. *‘Villars;”—and 
about 20 officers killed and wounded. It is said that 
the pass “Calabosa” is again in the hands of the 
royalists. The royal commander in chief, Morilio, 
has recovered from his wounds. Enclosed are too 
of our newspapers under date of the 18th and 21st 
May. 

“Brion and Aury have formed a junction near St. 
Bartholomews at what is called the Five Islands; 
they have now 15 sail. Just as Brion got under 
way, a Spanish escadre [squadron] hove in sight 
and after both had manceuvered a little, they went 
each their way in a different direction. It is said 
that Brion will fortify the island of Mona for a kind 
of rendezvous and take possession of Samana if 
possible.” 


State of Chili—We have received from the di- 
rector at Chili, several files of papers published 
there, and have placed them in the hands of a gen- 
tleman, who has kindly offered to select and trans- 
late such matter as may be dcemed interesting to 
our readers. The following statement is extract- 
ed from ene of them; it shows the real state of 
the country in its most important point [finances,] 
better than any thing else. The details, also show, 
whence the resources are drawn, and whatare the 
ghjectsand modes of its expenditures. It is an 
important document, more so than proclamations, 
speeches, and political lucubrations, with which 
these papers appear to be filled. Franklin Gaz. 


Statement of the receipts end expenditures of the state of Chili. 


Receipts. Dollis. Cts» 

Balance last month in treasury, 123,326 75 
Custom- House duties - : - - - - 4,387 50 
Duty on tobacco - ° - . wey - 13,704 00 
Fifth on gold and silver,and duty on mines, - 2,164 3712 
From sequestered estates, - et aL, See - 18,552 75 
Voluntary donations, = - . At * - - 12,000 00 
On account of the the contribution of 400,000 dls. 

laid op the Europeans, - - - - . 41,177 00 
Duty on flour, ° pies - ° - - 1,875 vO 
Duty of curambre for the district of Maypu, - 1,000 00 
Other twifling receipts, -  - "yids 352 37 1-2 





Total dls. 217,539 75 


—— ne 
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Expenditures. Dolls. Cts 
Pay of the army of the Andes, - = « = $0,000 00 
To the southern army Fin le - «+ $30,500 00 
Tothe military hospital- - + - . . 4,000 00 
To articles purchased by the army at Mendoza - 1,116 75 
Civil list ot) A ee. aa Seas 2,958 12 12 
Interest on the consolidated stock ° oe - 1,494 50 
Pay ofthearmyofChili - - - + .- 30,517 62 1-2 
Extraordinary expenses of war - ~ + « 27,566 50 
Tothe court of Mines -_ .- oe > eee 1,380 62 1-2 
Worksat Maypu - oe . - © * 2,000 00 
Refunding of moniesattached - - - + — 1,50000 
Other triflmg expenses - ° +2 + we *% 1,858 00 





134,892 12 1.2 


Dolls. Cts. 
Totalreceipts «+ - - - eee - 217,539 75 


Total expenses - - - - - «+ «+ 134,892 12 18 








Amount remaining in treasury 82,647 62 1-2 


BRITISH AMERICA. 
Political discussions are warm and active in Up- 
per Canada—and delegates have been elected from 


several places to meet in convention at York on the 
6th of July. 





ROBINSON CRUSOES. 
Extract from the journal of a voyage inthe ship Entew 
prize, lately arrived at Philadelphia. 

“From Brister’s Island we proceeded to the 
Snares; [a small cluster of islands in south latitude 
48, W. longitude 166,] here we found three men 
who had been on the island seven years.—A schoo- 
ner in which they were, being short of provisions, 
they chose to take their chance on shore. They 
took with them from the vessel a quart of rice, an 
iron pot and half a bushel of potatoes—the pota- 
toes they planted, and when we were there, the 
whole side of the island was covered with them— 
They had built five houses, and had 1300 dried 
skins. We took them and their skins on board, and 
brought them away from the island.” 





CHRONICLE. 

The president of the United States arrived at 
Norfolk on the 7th inst. and was received with dis- 
charges of artillery, &c. 

The gallant col. Hindman is to succeed col. Ar- 

mistead, deceased, as commander of Fort McHen- 
ry. 
Five of the slaves who lately murdered Dr. Berk- 
ley in Virginia, have been found guilty and sen- 
tenced to death. Tie deceased is spoken of hav- 
ing been an “excessively” indulgent master. 


Connecticut convention.—The legislature of Con- 
necticut, at the session which closed on Saturday 
last, passed a resolution “recommending to the 
several towns in that state to meet on the 4th day 
of July next to elect as many delegates as they 
now send representatives, to a convention to be 
held in the city of Hariford, on the third Wednes- 
day in August, for the purpose of forming a con- 
suitution of civil government for that state—which 
constitution, when ratified by such a majority of 
the freemen as said convention shall direct, is to 
become the supreme law of the state.” 


Massachusetts. Mr. P. Mellen,a member of the 
Hartford convention, bas been appointed a senator 
of the U.S. vice Mr. Ashmun. 

“Farmers and Mechanics bank of Pittsburg.—By 
the disclosure of one of the robbers of this bank 
[and both of them have been caught] the greater 
part of the paper and money stolen has been re- 
covered. It is supposed that the bank will not 
now lose more than 2000 dollars. The report was 
not true that the bulk of the amount carried off was 





in specie—there was not much spccie. 
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